of savages. There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices more shocking and bloody than are the people of the United States, at this very hour." Such condemnation greatly disturbed Abraham Lincoln, a believer in the remarkable moral achievement of the nation's founding and the country's "exceptionalism." Douglass's indictment of the nation provoked Lincoln who, while running for the U.S. Senate from Illinois two years after Douglass's speech, cited such criticism as one of the reasons he detested slavery. "I hate [slavery] ," he said, "because it deprives our Republican example of its just influence in the world -enables the enemies of free institutions, with plausibility to taunt us as hypocritescauses the real friends of freedom to doubt our sincerity."
The impact of Douglass's argument had an extraordinary national reach. Initially mentored by William Lloyd Garrison, Douglass spoke widely, often to large crowds, using his own story to condemn slavery. However, he broke with Garrison to become a political abolitionist, a Republican, and eventually a Lincoln supporter. The author provides insight as to the evolution of Douglass's relationship with Lincoln, as well as the development of Douglass's views on slavery and emancipation. While both Douglass and Lincoln agreed that the enlistment of African-Americans was essential, they differed in the details and policy of that conscription. In his first visit to the White House, Douglass was surprised to be treated as an equal by the President, and the two spoke openly and freely about parity for black soldiers. Douglass was there to argue for equality of pay for the United States "Colored" soldiers. Boldly, Douglass stated he was disheartened by "the tardy, hesitating, vacillating policy of the President of the United States." Lincoln admitted candidly that he might have been slow, but he did not vacillate. Lincoln stated, "I think it cannot be shown that when I have once taken a position, I have ever retreated from it."
On the question of equal pay, Lincoln argued with typical pragmatism that black men "had larger motives for being soldiers than white men" and "ought to be willing to enter the service upon any condition." However, ever the strategist, Lincoln knew that the service of blacks in saving the Union would make a powerful case for the final destruction of slavery, and with that annihilation, the recognition of civil and political rights for blacks. While Lincoln admitted that the equality of pay was a "necessary concession to smooth the way," pragmatically, he realized that it could not occur on Douglass's expedited timeline. Lincoln promised Douglass that it would be corrected over time, and true to his word, it was. "We had to make some concessions to prejudice," he said. "I assure you, Mr. Douglass, that in the end they shall have the same pay as white soldiers." Douglass was "not entirely satisfied with his views," but left the meeting with a new appreciation of Lincoln. At the very least, Lincoln respected him and was genuinely interested in his views. The outcome of their first meeting reaped positive results:
Lincoln would push for equal pay until it was achieved, while Douglass continued urging blacks to fight despite the initial lower remuneration.
Bright documents vividly Douglass's growing appreciation of Lincoln. During Lincoln's second inaugural address, arguably the apex of all presidential inaugural speeches, Douglass stood near the front of the crowd as Lincoln delivered his oration. At the end of the ceremonies with Lincoln taking the oath of office, Douglass walked with the mob, lost in thoughts of Lincoln, a man he had initially considered a conniving politician and a poor inferior to then Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase. Now, Douglass recognized Lincoln as the paradigmatic spokesman for equality. The President had used his inaugural address to express the very idea that Douglass and his fellow abolitionists had embraced from the start -that this war was about ending the evil of slavery. In presenting the war as a just verdict on the American people, Lincoln was affectively arguing for the humanity of all, regardless of race.
As a superb writer and orator himself, Douglass grasped the brilliance of Lincoln's prose.
The words "struck me at the time, and have seemed to me ever since to contain more vital substance than I have ever seen compressed in a space so narrow," he recalled. "I clap my hands 
